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remarkable point of pressure and temperature, as being the point at which alone the substance, pure from admixture with other substances, can exist in three states, solid, liquid, and gaseous, together in contact with one another. In making this statement, however, the author wishes to submit it subject to some reserve in respect to conditions not as yet known with perfect certainty. He observes that we might not be quite safe in assuming that the melting point of ice solidified from the gaseous state is the same as the melting point of ice frozen from the liquid state, and in making other suppositions, such as that the same quantity of heat would become latent in the melting of equal quantities of ice formed in these two ways. Such considerations as these into which we are forced if we attempt to sketch out the course of the
Fig. 1.-
boiling-line, and to examine along with it the corresponding boundary-lines between liquid and solid and between gas and solid, may be useful in suggesting questions for experimental and theoretical investigation which may have been generally overlooked before. Proceeding, however, upon assumptions such as usually are tacitly made, of identity in the thermal and dynamic conditions